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and the privations he and his family had to endure
would seem unbearable now. He was kind and hos-
pitable to a fault, ready to sharc the last he¢ had with
the visitor that might desire shelter and food. He was
much esteemed by all of his acquaintances.

Finally the end came.  One of the prettiest places
near his home was selected and they placed him to
sleep under the green sod that his own hands had help-
ed to clear away.

JOSEPH HANN AH.

Among the carlicst settlers of the Elk 1'egi0n'wa‘s
Joseph Hannah, a son of David Hannah, who lived at
the mouth of Locust Creek. He married Elizabeth
Burnsides and early in the century settled on the ¢«Old
Field Fork of Elk.” '

His home was on Mill Run near where William
Hannah, a grandson, now -lives. This immediate
vicinity seems to have been a place of more than ordi-
nary importance in prehistoric times. Onec of the most
trequented Indian trails scems to have been from Clo-
ve, Lick up the Creek to the Thomas Spring; theuce
over the mountain, crossing at the notch near Clark
Rider’s farm; thence down by James Gibson’s to Elk.
Here is the ¢‘Magic Circle,”’ mentioned elscwhere in
this book. Nearly ¥ mile further down was the en-
campment where about two acres of land had been de-
nuded of trees for camp fires, and this was the ¢old
field’* that gave this branch of Elk its name; and was
the first piece of ground planted by Joseph Hannal.
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Mr and Mrs Hannah reared a large family of well-
behaved, industrious children. This family did a good
part in the industrial devolopment of this thrifty sec-
tion of our conunty. In reférence to their children the
following particulars are given.

Joseph, William, Robert, and Sally died in child-
hood or early youth.

John Hannah married Mary Sharp, danghter of Jos-
eph Sharp, near Frost. Their children wers Sarah
Jane, who bacam=> Mrs Aaron Fowlkes; Margaret Eliz-
abeth, who was marriel to the late John Hall; Rachel
Aun was married to the late Georgzs Gibson, near Mar-
linton; Martha Susan, now Mrs James Gibson; Aman-
da Pleasant, the wife of William Lee Hambrick; Mary
Ellen, who died young. Joseph Bryson Hannah, late
a merchant at Frost. Sheldon Clark Moore, on lower
Elk, whose wife was Martha Moore. His children are
named Georgiana, Davis, Albert, Virgie, Eftie, Clark,
Hugh, Feltner, Jane, Lec, and Frederick. Andrew
Warwick Hannah, whose wife was Dora Hannah,
daughter of Henry White, of Driscol. Their children
Levie, Sadie, Lucy, Mary, Maggie, Bessie, and Mar-
vin. William Hamilton Hannah, who married Sarah

White, sister of the person just mentioned. Their

children: Andrew, William, Myrta, Forrest, Bryson,
Carrie. (George Luther Hannah married Emma Bell
McClure, daughter ot Arthur McClure, of Locust. She
expired suddenly while attending public worship in
Mary Gibson Chapel a few years ago. Henry Hannah,
Peter Hannah, and John Hannah, Junior, died young,
during the late sad war between the States of our
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glorious Union,

David Hannah, son of the ¢<Old held" pioneer,
married Hester Sicafvose, from lower (rabbottom, and
settled on Elk. In reference to their children we have
the following information:

Sarah Hannah was married to Silas Sharp and set-
tled near Linwood. Her son, Luther David, is a well-
known merchant at the old homestead. Her daughter
Mary Ella Frances is the wife of Robert Gibson, and
Melinda Catherine is the wife of J. E. Hannah, at the
«Old Field.”” Henry Hannah married Margaret Mec-
Clure, and is now a merchant at Renick's Valley,
Greenbrier County. Another son, Rev George Han-
nah, married Leah Grimes, and his late residence was
in Upshur County. Melinda is now Mrs John Rose,
and resides in Webster County near the Randolph bor-
der. Mary was married to Samuel Gibson, and settled
near the homestead. Otho and Joseph Hannah died
young.

Jane Hannah, daughter of the pioneer, was married
to Joseph Barlow, one of the sons of John Barlow, and
lived on Red Lick Mountain, settling in the unbroken
forest, and built up a nice home. In connexion with
clearing many acres of dense forest, he had a tannery,
a blacksmith shop, cooper shop, made and repaired
shoes, and could do neat cabinet work and carpenter
work also. The number and variety of fruit trees
planted about his home is the wonder and admiration
of all that have ever seen his orchard.

Elizabeth Hannah was married to Dr Addison Moore
and lived near Edray.
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Mary Hannah was married to Henry Buzzard, and
settled on Cummings Creek, near Huntersville.

Joseph Hannah was a person of impressive personal
appearance. His memory was remarkably retentive,
and his conversational powers something wonderful.
He had committed to memory, it is believed by some,
the greater portion of the Bible, and he could recite
the Scriptures for hours at a time,—having a special
preference for the historical narratives of the patriarchs
and the wanderings of the Israelites and the conquest
of the Promised Land under Joshua. He saw in these
historical narratives illustrations of the life now to be
lived by Christian people. and it was one of the great-
est pleasures of his old age to have his neighbors as-
semble and repeat these narratives in their presence.

Some years since an article written by a distinguish-
ed minister in Bath County stated that Simon Girty,
the renegude was summarily put to death by being
burned in a log heap by an enraged and desperate body
of men in the Little Levels. Joseph Hannah wat re-
ferred to as an eye witness of the dreadful affair, or as
having some personal knowledge of it. Mr Haunah’s
children say they never heard their father say a word
about such an occurrence happening to anybody in this
county, under any circumstances of provocation what-
ever. Simon Girty’s grave is now to be seen near the
city of Detroit, so he was not burned in a Pocahontas
log heap.

When a mere lad Joseph Hannah was sent by his
father to Elk, to look after the live stock in the range.
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He often went to fort with his family in his youth and
early manhood. He was remarkably active in his
movements, and very fleet of foot. He would often
tell of a jump he made when a practical joke, or ‘trick’
as he called it, was played on him by Richard Hill,
Adam Bumgardner, one Mullins, and a colored man
named Dick. Young Hannah and Dick were hoeing
corn. The jokers explained to Dick what they were
up to, and Dick cheerfully promised to act his part.
While the two were hoeing away, a shot was fired from
. ambush. Dick fell and made a dreadful outery, roll-
ed and kicked about in seemingly terrible agony.
Young Joseph Hannah fled precipitately towards the
house and in the race leaped a gully. When matters
came to be understood and quiet restored, the leap was
meusured, and it was forty-two feet from track to
track. Mr Hannah was fond of telling his friends that
he had ‘‘jumped the decree.’” ¢‘Decree’” mean what
‘“‘record’’ now means in races and athletic games. In
¢*‘jumping the decree’’ he ¢‘broke the record’ by two
feet.

When the writer first remembers seeing Mr Hannah
he was of very venerable appearance. His gray hair
was combed back and plaited in a cue that hung down
between his shoulders. The last time I ever saw him
we were spending the night at Sampson Ocheltree’s,
in the winter of 1849. The two old men were in busy
conversation until a late hour, and most of the talk was
about the children of Israel and the dealings of God.
The fire was getting low, the candle about burned out,
when Mother Ocheltree observed it was about time to



HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 229

get ready for bed. At this suggestion Mr Hannah
arose and in a very soft solemn tone repeated and then
sang a hymn. He then knelt in prayer and poured
out his full heart in humble, trusting prayer, in the
tone and manner of a loving child to a kind and more
loving father. The memory of that prayer, heard
fifty years ago, imparts a pleasant glow to my feelings
while writing these memorial sentences.

DANIEL McCOLLAM.

One of the oldest families in cur county is that of
the McCollam relationship. While it is not certain.
yet there is good reason to believe that the pioneer an-
cestor was named Dan. McCollam. From some inter-
esting correspoudence had by James McCollam’s family
with a lady in New Hampshire there is no reason to
question that he was of Scotch-Irish descent, and the
son of a physician a graduate of the University of
of Hdinburg, and lived in New Jersey. The name
of the pioneer’s wife cannot be recalled.

Mr McCollam, the ancestor, came from New Jersey
in 1770, or thereabouts, and settled on Brown's Moun-
tain near Driscol, which is yet known as the ¢<“McCollam
Place,’ now in the possession of Amos Barlow, Esq.
His children were dJacob, Daniel, William, Rebecea,
Mary, and Sarah.

Jacob McCollam first settled on the ¢<‘Jake Place,”’
a mile or so west of Huntersville on the road to Mar-
linton; thence he went to Illinois, and was killed by a
falling tree.



